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PSA Assignment 

Log Line: Call for Americans to learn and understand the dangers of prescription drugs!

Treatment: A mother oblivious to her daughter stealing her OxyContin prescription drugs. The mother calls her daughter to eat breakfast, not knowing that her daughter is in her bathroom taking her OxyContin pills from under her nose. The message is to warn parents about keeping their medications in a safe place where children won’t be tempted to abuse and use their drugs.  The screen jumps from the mother and daughter, to a narrator speaker, who presents some facts about the prescription drug abuse in teens and young adults in U.S. and the dangers of this “blind” culture of popping pills. 

	Title:



	VIDEO (Seconds each shot)
	AUDIO

	
	

	[03 seconds] 

MLS: Scene in the kitchen, a mother sitting at the table reading a news. Waiting for her daughter.

	The mother yells: Sara! Breakfast is ready!
Nat sound: window open, birds chirping

	[03 seconds]
The shot cuts to the bathroom cabinet in mother’s room and a hand reaching for the OxiCotin prescription bottle.
Daughter screaming to her mother.

	The sound of the cabinet opening
Daughter’s voice: Coming!

	[02 seconds]
MS: the daughter in the shot, seen through the mirror of the bathroom cabinet, taking the OxiCotin.


	No sound

	[02 seconds]
The daughter downstairs greeting her mother for breakfast. Smiling as nothing occurred. 


	Footsteps of the daughter coming down to the kitchen
Birds chirping out the window



	[05 seconds]
MLS: narrator speaking 


	Narrator: Studies have shown that teens are using more and more prescription drugs, even more so than street drugs (cocaine+weed)
About 65% of Americans take prescription drugs.

	[05 seconds]

MLS: narrator speaking 


	The alarming misuse and abuse of prescription drugs in young adults and teens is very alarming. Young people tend to use these pills in conjunction with alcohol and other substances. Around 100,000 Americans die each year due to this! That’s 270 people a day!

	[02 seconds]

MLS: narrator speaking 


	Narrator: Although motivations and behaviors leading to use vary, we ask parents please:

	[05 seconds]

MLS: narrator speaking 


	Narrator: Please keep your medications in a safe space, away from children! They know where you keep your drugs! But they don’t know the harm in them and their addictive nature!

	[05 seconds]
MLS: narrator speaking

	Narrator: If you are abusing prescription drugs and you think they aren’t as harmful as street drugs, please Educate Yourself!
Stop the Epidemic!

Educate Yourself and your Children!

	[04 seconds] screen fade to black writing appears.

	Check out these Websites:
www.drugabuse.gov
www.alternet.org 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


The U.S. pharmaceutical industry is the world’s most relevant national market today. Many of the biggest companies are located in U.S. such as, Johnson & Johnson, Pfizer, Purdue Pharma, and others. These companies are bringing in billions of revenue from these FDA approved pharmaceuticals. Also the costs for the development of new drugs is extremely expensive, U.S. alone spends billions of dollars on this project. But the purpose of this PSA and my research was because although millions of Americans benefit from proper use of medication, I wanted to stress the dangers of addiction these prescription drugs can have on individuals, especially teens and young adults. National Drug Control Policy is directly connected to the Presidents executive office but I feel like they aren’t doing enough campaigns to stop the increasing overuse of prescription drugs. 

The call for stricter laws and guidelines when prescribing prescription drugs such as Vicodin, OxyCotin, Adderall, tranquilizers, and many others has been a long one. Many improvements and regulations have changed in the past 10 years, however, we exits in a capitalist “income-driven” culture and the pharmaceutical market isn’t thinking of our wellbeing, they are driven by power and money. More concern and attention must be expressed for the young minds of our generation. In US Newswire called “Teens Turn Away From Street Drugs, Move to Prescription Drugs” new reports revealed the alarming numbers in prescription abuse among teens. Joseph A. Califano, the Chairman and President of The Nation Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Colombia, was quoted, “the explosion in the prescription of addictive opioids, depressants and stimulants has, for many children, made their parents' medicine cabinet a greater temptation and threat than a street drug dealer." Teens who abuse prescription drugs to get high can suffer serious side effects and even worse, prescription drugs may lead to an overdose. Califano further talked about the fact that parents and guardians might be inadvertently be acting as “drug pushers” by leaving their own medication in places where children can reach and find. The other big problem, Newswire report reports that more than a third of teens and young adults generally think taking prescription drugs is safer than street drugs as they are given by doctors and professionals that they trust. About 7 million people thinking there’s nothing wrong with them is precisely why this PSA will be posted on social media sites such as Facebook, to reach the minds of the youth and spread the overall message of the harmful nature of these pharmaceuticals.  


The style of this PSA is linear, describing the dangers of leaving medication in places where teenagers can get access to it and presenting some data on the findings found by ONDCP and from the West Virginia Medical Journal by Michael O’Neil, on understanding the culture of prescription drug abuse. Precisely he is the one who reflects on the “income-driven culture” of this world, dividing the characteristics of this cultures individuals into subcultures. O’Neil reflects on the fact that this culture believes it’s not suffering from an overall addiction to prescription medication, in fact many still believe in the power of these drugs as worth of any possible side effects. What shocked me about the research was that increasingly more and more teens and young adults are abusing prescription drugs, even more so than cocaine and weed. The epidemic of these drugs abuse, misuse, and addiction have reached alarming proportions and must be stopped through educating people of their dangerous nature. 
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http://web.docuticker.com/go/docubase/15626 i couldnt locate the same report

I attached both of the reports with the rest of the PSA assignment. 
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